DIOCFSF OF OXFORD 


www.oxford.anglican.org 

November 2016 no 285 






The inauguration - pages 8-9 




Soulscape -youthwork Read twins Naida and Win tickets to the Living 

with a difference - page 7 Christie's story - page 1 6 Rainforest - page 5 




r mm 


SRGANI 


Handloom weavini 


imboo fampshades 


p hiteslri| 


Fantastic cushions 


rea .com 

One VtI lage Worldshop 
ONTH&A'Kl IN WOODSTOCK 


Cotta n lam pshades I kat fa b ri csr throws/eur ta in fabric/tab I edoths 


Cotton duvet covers 


Tough floormats 







News 


Emergency support for the Haitian victims of Hurricane Matthew 


CHRISTIAN aid agencies are calling for 
emergency support for Haitians affected 
by Hurricane Matthew. 

Tearfund and Christian Aid have 
launched appeals to help their work on 
the ground in Haiti, where it is estimated 
that between three and five million people 
have been affected. The hurricane is the 
worst to hit Haiti since 1954 and comes 
as the country is still vulnerable from the 
earthquake of 2010. 

Marc Antoine, Tearfund’s Haiti Advocacy 
Officer, said: “Food is scarce, clean water is 
scarce, but hope abounds. Roofs are gone, 
livestock are gone, but hope abounds. 
During my three days in Jeremie I have 
seen hope in the midst of devastation; it 
has been the hope of the victims that has 
reinforced my hope for Haiti.” 

Tearfund has been at work in Haiti for 
more than 30 years, especially in many 
of the poorest and most vulnerable areas. 
Along with local partner organisations, 
Tearfund has been working hard to make 
communities more robust - better able to 


withstand the effects of disasters like this. 


Christian Aid partners have been 
working in Haiti for two years. In 
response to the latest hurricane they 
are distributing hygiene kits, including 
soap, dry food (rice, beans, corn), clean 
drinking water, water purification tablets, 
emergency shelter packs (including plastic 
sheeting), and metal sheeting, nails and 
hammers to repair roofs. 

A Christian Aid spokesman said: “We 
are very pleased to find that homes we 
had built in southern Haiti after the 
earthquake had survived the hurricane 
and are being used to shelter families who 
lost their homes to the hurricane.” 


aearfund.org/en/latest/haiti_ 
appeal/ and www.christianaid. 
org.uk/emergencies/hurricane- 
matthew-appeal 




St Laurence's becomes a "small pilgrim place" 



THE 1 2th Century St Laurence's Church in West Challow, 
Oxfordshire, has been included on the Small Pilgrim Places 
website. 

Small Pilgrim Places are places that are not already well known 
on the tourist map, that are simple, unpretentious spaces for 
visitors to ponder, breathe, meditate and just "be". Everyone is 
welcome to visit St Laurence's. The hospitaller, Ann Brown, is 
available on ann.r.brown@hotmail.co.uk for anyone interested. 
www.smallpilgrimplaces.org/ 


Bishop prays for protesters 


SOME of those who attended 
Bishop Stevens inauguration 
were greeted by two men handing 
out leaflets at the entrance to 
Christ Church to raise awareness 
of sexual abuse within the 
Church of England. The leaflet 
- which has also been posted 
to some clergy in the diocese - 
refers to a safeguarding issue. 

The complainant suggests that 
senior clergy mishandled a case 
in Sheffield. 

Bishop Steven said: “I am 
not able to comment on the 
details, as some aspects of 
the cases are still subject 
to police investigation and 
church disciplinary procedure. 
The situation is complex. 
However, child sexual abuse and 
exploitation are serious crimes 
and I recognise the profound 


and long-lasting impact such 
abuse has on survivors. There 
are always lessons to be learned 
about how we respond to 
survivors and I am committed 
to working with the National 
Safeguarding Team and House of 
Bishops to strengthen policy and 
practice.” 

As he arrived at Tom Tower, 
Bishop Steven stepped out of the 
procession to shake hands with 
one of the pair, ‘Joe’. He praised 
Joe for his courage and said he 
would pray for all survivors of 
abuse. Before the service, the 
Dean of Christ Church, the Very 
Revd Professor Martyn Percy, 
said that he had been in close 
conversation with the protesters 
and would continue to engage 
with them “with seriousness, 
empathy and compassion”. 


Prime Minister in Maidenhead for Vicar's induction 


MORE than 220 people attended a service at 
St Peters Church in Maidenhead last month to 
welcome the Revd David Short as their new vicar. 

The Prime Minister Theresa May was among 
those who gathered for this service of Collation 
and Induction. The Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud, presided at the service, which saw 
David Short installed as the new incumbent of St 
Peters and St Marks Church, in Maidenhead. 

Speaking about his appointment David said: 

“I am looking forward immensely to this new 
challenge and to working with the churches and 
many others to serve our local community and to 
build the life of the Church.” 




Mothers' Union celebrates its 40th anniversary 


ACROSS the world the 
Mothers' Union has been 
celebrating its 40th 
anniversary. One special 
celebratory service was 
held at St Mary the Virgin 
Church in Beech Hill, 
Reading. 

Loddon Reach Mothers' 
Union was formed 
from the branches of 
Beech Hill, Swallowfield, 
Spencers Wood and 
Shinfield which are all 
now within the Loddon 
Reach benefice. 

The Diocesan MU 
President, Alison Bennett, 
was at the party, which 
also celebrated the 
first birthday of the 
Loddon Reach branch. 
The Revd Lady Denise 
Brown officiated and not 
only admitted two new 
members, but dedicated 
a new banner for Loddon 
Reach. After the service 
a celebration tea was 
held in the village hall 
in Beech Hill. A special 
cake, depicting the new 
banner, was cut by 
Alison. 







Remembering the 66 Men of Grandpont 


THE lives of the First World War soldiers 
whose names are listed on a war memorial 
in Oxfords St Matthews Church have been 
brought to life in a new film, The 66 Men of 
Grandpont 1914-1918. 

Historian Liz Woolley recruited 
volunteers from St Matthews Church 
in Grandpont to research the lives of 
the soldiers who were killed in the war. 
Congregation member, Simon Haynes, 
an amateur film maker, co-ordinated the 
camera work, sound recording and editing. 

“We discovered links to the soldiers and 
connected with relatives,” said Simon. “It 
was exciting to hear their stories and see 
their photographs and documents. Some 
families had the telegrams that were sent 
when the men were killed in action. These 
were particularly moving and it made you 
think about the effect they had on the 
families who received them. The project 
grew from nothing and became completely 
absorbing.” 

Census returns, online research, military 
and college records, local newspapers 
and other sources revealed details of the 


66 men named on the Grandpont War 
Memorial. 

A number of the men had worked at 
Oxford colleges before they were enlisted 
in the Army, and many were members of 
the local regiment, the Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry 

For Simon, one of the most powerful 
experiences was visiting the cemeteries 
and battlefields in France and Belgium. 
“Being there, where people fought, really 
brought the reality of it home to me,” says 
Simon, who found meeting the relatives 
moving. “We got several generations of 
one family, the Littles, together at Christ 
Church to film them looking at the poppies 
that had been brought from the Tower of 
London,” he said. 

A poppy trail was launched in the streets 
of Grandpont, with a sheet of information 
about each man, with a poppy, attached 
to the wall or front gate of the house in 
which he lived before he went to war. An 
exhibition was opened at St Matthews and 
has since toured the county, visiting six 
venues so far. 


Simon said: “Before filming for this 
project I knew very little about this 
part of history and working with Liz 
helped me learn so much about it. We’d 
love to encourage other churches to 
understand more about the history of 
their communities, especially during 
the First World War.” Pictured right is 
Ewan, a teenage cadet from the Oxford 
Army Cadet Force, who agreed to wear 
an original WW1 uniform in the film. 

The film has already been shown 
at a number of venues in Oxford 
and will be shown on Remembrance 
Sunday at St Matthew’s Church, 
Grandpont. 


ft 


www.southoxford.org/local- 
history-in-south-oxford/66-men- 
of-grandpont-1 91 4-1 8 



Book now for Simeon's Watch 

RIDING Lights Theatre Company's new 
play Simeon's Watch will be performed at 
Christ Church, Abingdon, on Wednesday, 
9 November. 

Both comic and moving, the play tells 
the story of three generations of one 
farming family as they cope with the joys 
and struggles of growing older. Simeon's 
Watch is written by Bridget Foreman, 
who has also written Inheritance , In Fog 
And Falling Snow. 

The show takes place at the church 
on Northcourt Road, Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire, 0X1 4 1 PL at 7.30pm. 
Tickets from 01904 613000 or 
ridinglights.org/simeon 


Memorial for men who died in the Didcot power station collapse 


by the Revd Karen Beck 

ON 23 February this year four men lost 
their lives when the boiler house at Didcot 
A power station in South Oxfordshire 
unexpectedly collapsed. 

One body was immediately recovered but 
the three other bodies were only recovered 
at the beginning of September. Clearly 
the people most affected were the families 
of the four men, Michael Collings, Ken 
Cress well, Christopher Huxtable and John 
Shaw - but it has significantly affected the 
lives of all those involved in the recovery 
work and the community at Didcot. 

Since the tragic events, the churches 
in Didcot have been holding the men’s 
families and those involved in the recovery 


process in their prayers. 

A service was held on 18 
September at All Saints’ 
Church, Didcot offering an 
opportunity for the men to 
be remembered and thanks 
to be given to all involved in 
the recovery work. 

The families and 
emergency services also 
expressed their thanks to 
the people of Didcot for 
their compassion, care and 
support. 

The Revd Karen Beck is 
the Priest-in- Charge at All 
Saints, Didcot . 



Open-air Harvest Celebration 



THIS was the second open-air Harvest 
Celebration organised by the churches in 
Langley in Berkshire. Planning had been 
under way since the first event last year, 
involving schools, businesses and charities 
that are concerned about food. 

Around 600 people attended the event, 
from local churches, schools, and from the 
whole community. There was live music 
and drama performed by children from 
six primary schools. Children had fun on 
a bouncy castle, courtesy of Cooperative 
Funeral Care, and a Scout group provided 
a range of refreshments. Puppets4All from 
St Peter’s, Burnham, presented songs 
and sketches on The Fruit of the Spirit. 
The Messy Church team from Langley 
Free Church provided harvest-related 
craft activities and several hundred ‘Jesus 


loves you’ balloons were given out by two 
clowns. 

Speakers from Slough Homeless Our 
Concern, Christian Aid, Traidcraft and the 
Salvation Army gave presentations on food 
poverty, trade justice and homelessness. 

The Revd Dr Robin Grayson, one of the 
organisers, said: “We hope that those who 
attended felt both uplifted by a sense of 
celebration and moved to take action in 
support of those who lack many of the 
good things we take for granted. We were 
blessed with excellent weather, and we 
feel encouraged by people’s response to 
continue to put on similar community 
events in the future. We are grateful to 
Oxford Diocese for a grant towards the 
funding of this event.” 


Royal embroidery lessons in Beaconsfield 

SCHOOLCHILDREN 
will get the chance to 
learn about traditional 
stitching techniques 
from an embroiderer 
who worked on the 
Duchess of Cambridge's 
wedding dress this 
month. 

Jenny Adin-Christie 
first visited St Mary's, 

Beaconsfield in the 
summer, as she worked 
on a commission to 
produce new altar 
frontals. The community 
were invited to see her 
working on the project. 

More than 1 90 people 
visited and chatted to her about her techniques. She also gave a lecture on her work. 

Jenny has worked on many church commissions and designed work for other 
historic buildings. She trained at the Royal School of Needlework and has a passion 
to create works with a contemporary look that fit into a traditional setting and are 
sustainable. Jenny is also a well-respected tutor who travels the world to teach a 
variety of traditional and modern textile techniques. 

Jenny will be back at St Mary's on 1 7 and 1 8 November when school groups have 
been invited to explore her work. Children will get the chance to add their own 
stitches to the new frontal. 

More details can be found at www.stmarysbeaconsfield.org.uk 
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ST. MARY'S CONVENT 

WANTAGE 


St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the 
Eucharist and Daily office in St 
Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 
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thepurpleveil.com 


£1.00 P&P* 
*UK only 
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five star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk 
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Home insurance 


Choose award-winning 
home insurance for a 
fairer deal 

We’re proud to say that Ecclesiastical has come top of the Fairer Finance table of 
home insurance providers. We scored highly for customer happiness, complaints 
handling and being open and transparent, and the ranking reflects the excellent 
standard of cover and levels of service we offer you. 

Call free now for a quote 0800 917 3345 

(8am to 6pm weekdays) 

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance 

The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. ‘Minimum premiums apply. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic Reg. No. 24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1 JZ, UK and 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 
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Launch date set for Ethos Comedy 


AS well as being the Diocesan Youth 
Adviser, Ian Macdonald in his spare time is 
a stand-up comedian. 

He is passionate about laughter and 
community, loving the joyful vulnerability 
of comedy, and the shared experience it 
builds. One of the things he has discovered 
though is that there are a good many 
people who are extremely unlikely to 
go to live comedy, through fear of the 
material or fear of being picked on. 

He was also struck by how popular the 
Clean as Possible Comedy Show was at the 
Edinburgh Festival last year, and loved the 
opportunity to perform there. 

“Just as funny, more 
accessible!” 

Building on these experiences, Ian is 
launching a comedy evening in Newbury. 
Its called Ethos Comedy .... because it is 
comedy with an ethos. 

That means material stays as much as 
possible with a ‘15’ certificate (teenagers 
welcome, obviously) and nobody gets 
picked on. The tagline being, ‘Just as 
funny, just more accessible!’ There’s no 
guarantee that no-one will be offended, 
comedy is always about playing at the 
edges and looking at things in different 
ways, but the hope is that Ethos Comedy 
feels more inviting and accessible to 
people. 



The launch night is 26 November at 
ACE SPACE (a community arts venue) 
with Ian MC-ing, and a great line 
up of talented comedians, Athena 
Kugblenu, Rob Thomas and Andrew 
Watts. More information is available 
at ethoscomedy.wordpress.com 


The No-Rehearsal Nativity (a 
church nativity resource with a 
difference) 

Janine Gillion 
BRF £8.99 

by Pam Cosh 

T his is a manageable practical 

guide for those who are hesitant 
about putting on a nativity play 
to support worship in a church, 
school or community setting. The book 
is divided into short, easily readable and 
digestible sections to support the whole 
process of putting on a nativity. 

The sections include: Setting the scene, 

A note about directed drama, Nothing can 
go wrong, Let's get the show on the road, 
Including Christingle, Encouraging everyone 
to join in, The No-rehearsal script and The 
(Almost) No-sew Nativity. 

This is a great guidebook for both 
those new to putting on a nativity plays 
and those who want to revitalise their 
approach. Janine Gillion has a background 
in Drama and this underpins the whole 
event. Her enthusiasm drives the guide 
but it has the recurrent theme of respect 
for God and sensitivity to all those 
involved or participating. 

“...it has the recurrent 
theme of respect for 
God...” 

The No Rehearsal Nativity can be 
a stand-alone Christmas event or 
incorporated in a Christingle or similar 
service. But organisation is the key. 

Janine makes the point that this is not 
going to happen without planning and 
organisation and, I feel, commitment from 
a team of people. 



The book 
deals with 
how to cope 
with parental 
anxieties, so 
Nothing can 
go wrong gives 
the organisers 
and all 
participants 
the 

opportunity 
to relax . 

Children are 
unpredictable 
and 

sometimes we have to deal with their 
unplanned interjections with care. 


The book gives instances of practical 
diplomacy with the parents of crying 
babies. I am going to try out the 
techniques in church as see if they work. 

The storyteller has a key role in the play. 
I am unsure how many church members 
would be able to tick 100 per cent of the 
criteria. I know many who would manage 
75-80 per cent, but this person needs to 
be committed and willing, supported by 
their team and not prone to stage fright. 

Incorporating key adults in supporting 
roles, both in the staging and encouraging 
others to participate as suggested, really 
works well. Last year I was greeted by the 
churchwarden at our Crib service dressed 
as a shepherd. He was ready to welcome 
people to the event but also ready to lead 
a group of younger shepherds. 

This is a great practical guide that 
encourages all into a ‘can-do’ place that 
supports the organisation and thinking 
needed to stage a nativity successfully . 

Pam Cosh is a deputy head teacher in a 
special needs school and a member of St 
Thomas f s Church, Colnbrook. 


Win Living Rainforest tickets 



The Living Rainforest is a super day out for all the family in Hampstead Norreys, 
Berkshire. Its re-creation of an Amazon rainforest is bursting with plants and animals 
such as monkeys, birds and an armadillo. The lucky ones may even see the free- 
ranging sloth. 

This half term a new zone will be opening. It’s a small island rainforest complete 
with mud skippers, rainbow crabs and a beautiful Philippines monitor lizard. In 
celebration they will be running events related to small islands and the effect 
climate change is having on island communities. There will be workshops, talks and 
keeper-led animal feeds on the theme. With an average year-round temperature of 
over 24°c you are guaranteed a bit of summer every day! For more details call The 
Living Rainforest on 01 635 202444 or visit www.livingrainforest.org 
To be in with a chance of winning one of two family tickets, each of which 
admits two adults and two children to the Living Rainforest, simply answer the 
following question: what temperature is the Living Rainforest? 

Send your answers to Living Rainforest Competition, the Door, Church House, 
Kidlington, 0X5 1 GF or email reception@oxford.anglican.org. 

Lily and the Octopus 

Steven Rowley 

Simon & Schuster UK £12.99 


by Charles Chadwick 

T he narrator in this interesting 
book is Ted and it tells of his 
reaction to the rapid onset of 
what is a very serious medical 
condition to Lily, who is Ted’s closest 
companion. While its location in Los 
Angeles, where the author is a writer, may 
seem some distance from the Diocese of 
Oxford, the book deals sensitively and 
with wisdom about how people react to life 
changing events. 

Ted describes how his relationship with 
Lily began and how it has developed over 
time. It is delightful to read how their 
friendship has grown deeper and they have 
become closer. He genuinely does reveal 
how our relationships with others make 
us the people we are. Ted is touchingly 
appreciative and thankful for what Lily 
has taught him and in one memorable 
sentence says: “Everything I know about 
patience and kindness and meeting 
adversity with quiet dignity and grace I 
have learnt from you.” 

“There is no shame in 
surrender when it’s time 
to stop fighting...” 

The many aspects of grieving and loss 
are handled honestly and realistically. The 
full range of emotions from anger and 
fear to despair and hope are addressed as 
is the inability to talk about what is going 
on, particularly to those closest to the 
narrator, such as his mother. 


Interestingly 
it is those 
whose 
professional 
services he 
seeks, his 
therapist 
and his 
tattooist, 
with whom 
he not only 
shares his 
feelings, 
but from 
them he is 
prepared 
to accept 
challenges 
to his thinking. His therapist identifies 
and names what is going on in Ted’s head 
and in his heart, while his tattooist is 
able to put him in touch with his own 
mortality and to acknowledge that: “Death 
is a unique opponent in that death always 
wins. There is no shame in surrender 
when it’s time to stop fighting... If you 
spend your entire life trying to cheat 
death, there’s no time left over to embrace 
life.” The book illustrates well how having 
someone who is prepared to speak the 
truth in difficult situations is of great 
value, as is having people to support us 
and listen to us at times of loss and deep 
grief. 

I can thoroughly recommend this book 
for it is warm, quirky and touching, 
especially as Lily the heroine is Ted’s 
dachshund. It could well be read and 
discussed by people in parishes and 
benefices who exercise pastoral care, 
particularly with the bereaved. But be 
warned you’ll need plenty of tissues! 

The Revd Charles Chadwick is the Parish 
Development Adviser for the Dorchester 
Archdeaconry. 
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Casa Oleander 

Luxury 3 Bed Villa 


^■[Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro, Portugal. 
Own pool, all Mod Cons 
Golf, Tennis, Free Wifi. 

Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon.freeserve.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 
river Dart. 

Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 




Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

Book vour annual travel insurance this year to beat 


the 2017 price increase PLUS an extra £20 OFF 

LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 
available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2017 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 
Single trip cover (NO max. age) 


UK 

BASED 


Conditions apply 

Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 


TRAVEL 




You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 
High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70,000. 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 


TD 


Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 


9 


working in collaboration with 

RISDON ENTERPRISES CIC 


The scale of drug and 
alcohol problems in the UK 

According to figures from the National 
Treatment Agency, it is estimated that 
293,879 people age 15-64 are opiate or 
crack cocaine users in England. 

The Office for National Statistics reported 
in November 2006 that the alcohol related 
death rate in the UK doubled from 4,144 
deaths in 1991 to 8,386 deaths in 2005. 

Gilead Foundations, working in 
collaboration with RECIC, has a continual 
success rate of 85%* for people measured 
two years after completing our 
rehabilitation programme. 

*Surveyed in 2014 

If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 
or would like to make an 
application, please contact: 

Tel: 01837 851240, 
admin@gilead.org.uk 


Offering a residential rehabilitation programme 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, 
eating disorders, self harm, and other addictive 
behaviours. 

Based on a working farm in rural Devon, with a 
dairy herd and free range egg production. 

Service users also receive life skills and vocational 
training in agricultural and administrative roles. 

“The work therapy and training at Gilead helped to 
stabilise and train me for life outside. Since 
completing the programme, I have moved into my 
own home with my son and I have a full time job 
which I love. It has been a challenging time taking 
on full responsibility and control of my life.” 

Pam, Gilead graduate in 2013, formerly addicted to 
heroin and valium from the age of 16 


Unlocking people... 
Releasing potential 






Feature 


Helping youngsters to reflect 


A YOUTH work organisation 
with a difference is offering 
children and teenagers in 
Wokingham the opportunity 
to reflect on issues that affect 
them. 

oulscape offers theatre work, 
discussion groups and prayer- space 
style areas for children and young 
people in schools and churches in 
the town. So far their work has been so 
widely recognised it has been nominated 
as the Mayor of Wokingham’s Charity for 
2016. 

Relationships 


S oulscape’s work around relationships, 
sex and pornography is inspired by 
headlines that have highlighted how 
these areas can be problems for young 
people. A BBC Online article from June 
2016 stated: “We found that children 
and young people need safe spaces where 
they can freely discuss the full range of 
issues related to sex, relationships and the 
accessibility of online porn.” 

Over 18 months S oulscape worked with 
the Forest School on ‘Object’ - a piece of 
drama helping young people explore issues 
around pornography. 

“It was a trustworthy 
and safe environment to 
speak in” 

Anna Adams, from Soulscape, explained 
that this work began with a workshop 
and a pilot performance of ‘Object’. 

She said: “Many Theatre in Education 
companies take theatre to schools 


because a performance sows the seed, it 
can start conversations, it can illustrate 
a need or concern, it can highlight 
problems. A performance can allow an 
audience member to empathise, relate to, 
understand and question. A performance 
can shock, humour and enlighten. It can 
bore, alienate and close off people. It can 
embarrass people or spur people to take 
action.” 

Anna says the following workshops 
helped boys to think for themselves 
about the problems porn may cause and 
helped them think responsibly about sex. 
When asked for feedback about what 
they enjoyed the boys responses included 
“Expressing my opinion on things I 
normally can’t,” and “It was a trustworthy 
and safe environment to speak in.” 

To date more than 1,000 young people 
and their teachers have seen ‘Object’. A 
spokesman for the Forest School said: 
“Our students were fully absorbed and 
engaged during the Object presentation. 
The students would have liked to have 
continued discussions long after we 
had to stop - a full endorsement of how 
many questions needed to be, and were, 
answered to the boys’ satisfaction.” 

Soulscape also runs REAL, an acronym 
of relationships, self-esteem, aspiration 
and lifestyle. This involves workshops, 
lessons and theatre presentations, around 
decision making, sexting, identity and 
pornography. 

Education 


Young people are faced with a culture 
that values success above everything else, 
steering young people towards exams that 
supposedly determine their future. So 
Soulscape provides a stream of work aimed 
at giving children at secondary school the 
chance to ask big questions. They also 





provide a transition project, Mind the Gap, 
which sees volunteers lead fun activities 
and workshops for Year Six primary pupils 
during July. In September they return to 
greet pupils on their first day at secondary 
school. 


clubs that develop according to young 
people’s needs and provide follow-up time 
for them to explore issues raised. Another 
faith based project is PAUSE, which 
transforms classrooms into multi sensory 
prayer spaces. 


Faith 


Revive aims to support RE in schools with 
workshops, lessons and full day events 
to help young people to explore faith and 
consider moral issues like abortion and 
divorce. Soulscape runs Random lunch 








Advertising 


WE CAN 

DESIGN 

PRINT 

DISTRIBUTE 

YOUR 

LEAFLETS 

AND MORE 

• Design 

Our talented designers can give 
your business or event a great 
look. We can source images and 
proof read your print media. 

• Print 


We can manage the print of your 
leaflets, business cards, stationery, 
and almost anything else. 

We offer short runs as well as 
large quantities at great rates 
including FREE UK mainland 
delivery on most orders. 

• Distribution 


We are able to insert your leaflets 
into this and similar publications 
enabling you to reach a church 
audience in this and other Cof E 
dioceses. 


CALL 

01752 225623 

sven@cornerstonevision.com 

www.cornerstonevision.com 



vision 



'Still learning to 


CROWDS watched as the 
cameras rolled for the 
prestigious inaguration of the 
new Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Dr Steven Croft at Oxford's 
Christ Church Cathedral and 
the welcome services in each 
Archdeaconry. The Door tells the 
story of the events in pictures 
taken by KT Bruce, Graham Sykes 
and Jo Duckies. 



The declaration of assent and oaths were 
signed during the service. 




The Civic Procession, led by a mace bearer, processes down St Aldate s, towards Christ Church. 











i be a Christian' 




Advertising 

E Sargeant & Son 

Funeral Directors 


A life well 
remembered 
lives on. 

Maidenhead 
01628 783 738 

Slough 

01753 520 081 

Windsor 
01753 865 982 


A funeral is a time 
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of 
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side. 

You can talk to us any 
time, day or night or 
for further information 
visit us at 

www. e sargeant co. uk 


funeralpartners.co.uk 




Funeral Partners 





No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 


The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘ England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 


Vacancies for Brothers 


The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 


Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 


Sfooighi r>yr qF rhe bo* ihe 
Hymned Plus plays o vet 
2750 traditional hymns and 

modern warship songs, 
covering ovei 6000 hymn 
book snUies 

tl 993 

Upgrade al any rime, cbooiing bom an ever- 
growing hsl of rcpurtOTO additions 
Waal samelhing else$ The Hymndl Pius also- ploys 
your own mp3 and midi files. 


Gndef your FREE informal ion pock today. 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
Web www.hynmlecbnology.com 


Hymn Technology Ud 

Wbsihip Musk Solution* 


Hymn a ! 

PUl* 


enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Emett fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 
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2016 Christmas Catalogue OUT NOW! Order your free catalogue or shop online at cpo.org.uk 

Email: sales@cpo.org.uk Phone: 01903 263354 


Christ Church Cathedral School 

Pre-Prep ft Preparatory School for Boys with Co-Ed Nursery 


NEW COLLEGE CHORISTERSHIPS 


Do you know a boy with musical ability who loves music and 
would like to see what it is like to be a chorister for a day? 

Chorister for a Day 

Saturday 28th January 2017 

01865 242561 registrar@cccs.org.uk 
www.cccs.org.uk 


Banners 


THE RESOURCE 
EVERY CHURCH 
COULD USE THIS 
CHRISTMAS ‘ Nr, A 


www. cpo. org. uk 




^ 1957 ^ 


resource 


CPO has been the home of church communications since 1957. 


A Musical Education for a Lifetime! 


Choristers at New College lead an exciting life. They sing in Oxford’s 
grandest medieval chapel, perform in concerts across the world, and 
reach a global audience through the choir’s record label and webcasts. 
Our specialist music programme trains them to sing as professionals 
while making the most of their youthful energy and enthusiasm. All 
choristers enjoy generous scholarships at New College School which 
works closely with the choir to provide an all-round enriching education. 


Don’t miss the school open day on Sat 15 October, with special focus 
on choristerships. www.newcollegeschool.org 


Next auditions: 10 Jan 2017- for boys in Year 2 

For more information 

nancy-jane.rucker@new.ox.ac.uk / 01865 279108 


hng Ci rob Th 1 1 
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Feature 

Living well in the end times 



SCOP (Spiritual Care for Older 
People) is the area of work in 
Oxford Diocese that is devoted 
to ageing and faith. Joanna 
Collicutt and Victoria Slater talk 
about the exciting initiatives 
that are helping people address 
often taboo issues about 
growing older, death and 
dying. 

T he second half of life can be a 

time of great spiritual growth. As 
folk are freed from the demands 
of making a career and bringing 
up a family, find themselves equipped with 
wisdom gained through life experience, 
and are faced with the ageing process 
and the prospect of mortality, they often 
develop a renewed and urgent interest in 
questions of meaning and faith. 

Perhaps the most important of these 
questions concerns how to live well at the 
end of life and prepare for death. This is an 
area that is receiving increasing attention 
in secular society as the recent “Kicking 
the bucket” festival (kickingthebucket. 
co.uk) in Oxford attests. Since 2012 this 
has also been a major aspect of the work 
of SCOP, and this year has been able to 
develop it further due to a generous grant 
from the Henry Smith Charity. We call 
our project “Living well in the end times” 
(LWET). This may seem rather an odd title 
because surely the end times’ are all about 
what some people call the eschaton - the 
end of the world? Yet we have chosen this 
title intentionally to reflect the fact that 
the Christian faith has a unique approach 
to this issue. 

This approach is not a quirky detail of 
Christianity: it is absolutely central to 
it. According to the creeds which we say 
Sunday by Sunday, we live our lives in the 
light of the resurrection of Jesus Christ; 
we trust his promise that we too are to be 
raised with him; and we believe that with 
the resurrection of Jesus a new age has 
begun. 

"... with the resurrection 
of Jesus a new age has 
begun” 

Yet the reality is that, while many of us 
may say the words of the creeds, our heads 
don’t quite get them, and our hearts may 
be somewhere else. It is a desire to link 
the reality of the Christian resurrection 
hope with where people actually are in 
their spiritual journey that lies behind the 
LWET project. The project is based on the 
witness of the New Testament that in the 
last days of the old age - the end times 
- older people (such as Simeon and Anna) 
can take on a visionary role. As they live 
in their own “end times” they can better 
grasp the essentials - the eternal realities, 
and they stand at a threshold with the 
opportunity to glimpse what lies beyond. 

So the project, which involves courses 
and other events devoted to the practical, 
emotional, and spiritual aspects of living 
well at the end of life and preparing for 
death, is not simply about the delivering 
care to those - mainly older people - who 
come along; it is about learning from 


them. It is about doing a kind of “grass 
roots theology” through which we are able 
to paint a richer picture of the resurrection 
hope informed by the witness of ordinary’ 
people. 

In this way we as churches may become 
better at owning the central tenet of 
our faith. We may also become better at 
communicating it in a way that is both 
true to the gospel and meaningful to the 
increasing number of people who have 
little familiarity with or grasp of church 
dogma. 

Our project involves supporting and also 
evaluating church-run LWET events. Here 
are some of the stories that have come out 
of the interviews we have conducted so far: 


A safe space to talk about 
death and dying 


A vicar organised a LWET following 
a discussion with a group of older 
people in the parish who were 
talking about the difficulty of discussing 
death and dying with their families. This 
prompted her to organise a LWET event. 

A participant said: “There’s still a huge 
reluctance by people to talk about death... 
Although we’ve discussed a number of 
these things with our children, they’re 
not too keen on talking about it.” One 
facilitator was struck by how eager people 
were to participate in such an event 
through which he learned about “people’s 
longing to know about it (death and dying) 
and their willingness to engage with it and 
not to be afraid of engaging people with 
it”. The event met people’s need to talk 
openly about these issues and so helped 
them to prepare for death and dying. 


Support, empathy and sharing 


A woman who had been caring for 
a relative had felt isolated and 
alone at home and, although she 
attended church regularly, she had not 
hitherto had the opportunity to talk 
with other church members about her 
concerns. Through attending the course, 
it came as “a shock to realise what so 
many people are going through.” In the 
safe environment where people could 
talk together about the issues around 


death and dying, she realised that “I am 
not alone with this”. Being able to share 
experiences transformed relationships, 
developed intimacy and reduced her sense 
of isolation. She reflected: It’s amazing 
how supportive people are when you 
know that they know and they know 
that you know ... There’s empathy there.” 


Mutual learning 


The facilitator of an LWET course found 
that listening to people’s experiences, 
beliefs and understandings provided her 
with new ways of thinking about her 
own experience, theology and practice. 
Listening to people’s stories proved to 
be a rich source of learning about the 
lives of parishioners enabling pastoral 
relationships to be deepened. “It’s what 
you learn about your own people” and 
“seeing what a course like this really opens 
up for people” that was held to be so 
valuable and enriching. It was immensely 
rewarding to find that “People who’ve 
been part of the congregation for years 


and you’ve never had an opportunity 
to talk with one to one... come up with 
extraordinary insights that you’re so 
grateful for.” 

Building relationships 


O ne of the benefits of an event that 
was held in ecumenical contexts 
or in multi-parish benefices 
was the development of the working 
relationships across individual churches 
and denominations. One facilitator spoke 
of strengthening the relationship with 
a GP practice after an event where a GP 
had been a guest speaker, and with Age 
UK after a representative of the charity 
had attended an event. Individuals who 
were not regular churchgoers also felt 
able to attend events enabling parishes to 
strengthen relationships with and serve 
the needs of the community. 

Joanna Collicutt is the Diocesan SCOP 
adviser. Victoria Slater is the resarcher 
for the Living Well in the End Times 
project. 


Bereavement and funeral support 

A NEW Bereavement Support Group will be starting in Beaconsfield this 
autumn. It is one of two positive results of three Gravetalk events at churches in 
the town. 

Gravetalk is the national CofE initiative that aims to provide a safe space for 
people to talk about bereavement, death and dying. 

The Revd Dr Jeremy Brooks, the Team Rector for Beaconsfield, in 
Buckinghamshire, said:"The Bereavement Support Group uses a model 
from Christ Church Flackwell Heath. The support we have had from the 
neighbouring church has been very encouraging and helped us to get our 
group off the ground. The second positive result was the Lent course that 
we ran this year on Living Well in the End Times. We had more than 40 
people attend each session, using a model from Gravetalk of tea and cake as 
hospitality and then input and discussion." 

Similarly, the Revd Jan Fielden, Associate Priest in Charlbury held a Gravetalk 
session. Jan wrote a short piece about it for the national CofE funerals website: 
churchsupporthub.org/article/dont-just-talk/ Jan uses a number of resources, 
including leaflets and cards from the national Church when supporting families 
through bereavements. "We have changed some of the language on our order 
of service such as 'talk' instead of sermon. A number of small changes seem to 
make quite a difference," she says. 

Find out more about Living Well in the End times by going to http://tinyurl. 
com/jstohcq 








the Door, November 2016, page 12 


Advertisement Feature 



Riding Lights Theatre Company presents 


A puzzle in the family at 


written by Bridget Foreman directed by Paul Burbridge designed by Sean Cavanagh 


WEDNESDAY 9 NOV: 7.30pm 

CHRISTCHURCH, Northcourt Road, Abingdon, 0X14 1PL 

Tickets: £12 / £10 (concessions) 

Box Office: 01904 613000/ 01235 539172 and online: ridinglights.org/simeon 


RIDING 



LIGHTS 


NICOLA Designer 
HURST Jewellery 


A unique gallery, now open 6 years, selling 
jewellery, glass, ceramics and other gift items; 
all hand made in the UK. 


h 


Buy online at 
www.nicolahurst.co.uk 


Nicola makes jewellery on her premises in Plymouth. 
Commissions and repairs undertaken. 
Regular exhibitions showcasing new jewellers. 


□Efl aa 

01752 228000 | www.nicolahurst.co.uk 
65 Hyde Park Rd | Plymouth | PL3 4JN Scan here for more info 



Riding Lights Theatre Company 
Friargate Theatre, Lower Friargate, York, YOI 9SL 
Registered Charity No. 1070142 
www.ridinglights.org 


A puzzle in the family at Christmas 

written by Bridget Foreman directed by Paul Burbridge designed by Sean Cavanagh 


Leah keeps losing things. First it was 
her knitting, then the sheep, and now 
her father keeps wandering off. She 
frequently loses her temper and some 
days she thinks she s losing her mind. 

Or is it her father Simeon who s doing 
that? Staring out of the window, 
muttering about angels, waiting with 
unshakeable conviction for ‘God knows 
what’. Its all a game to Leah s daughter, 
which only makes things worse. 

Something has to change. 


As the nights draw in, watching her 
father s dementia slow him down and her 
daughters future race ahead, Leah seems 
to be waiting too - but for what? 

Simeons Watch is an engaging new play 
about family. A wonderful story about 
growing old, discovering hope and being 
surprised. 

Get ready for Christmas, 
make time for Simeons Watch. 


TOURING THE UK: 12 th Oct - 10 th Dec 2016 

01904 613000 
r idinglight s . or g/simeon 


m 
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You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30 , 000 , at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70 , 000 . 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 
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FAIRTRADE 


The. 

Meaningful 

Chocolate® 


Company 




Tesco is the only supermarket 
selling the calendar, but only 
in their larger stores. 


chunk oi * 


See website for details of stockists: 

www.realadvent.co.uk 


making technology 
work for people £ 


APi COMMUNICATIONS 


CHURCH SOUND & 
PROJECTION SPECIALISTS 


PROJECTION 

Show your congregation words, pictures 
and video to help bring your message to life. 

SOUND 

Enable the spoken word and music 
to be clearly heard. 

CCTV 

Discrete security system installations, 
suited to historic buildings. 

CAMERA SYSTEMS 

Give everyone a front row seat using 
cameras and screens. 

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 

Using our expert knowledge we 
can provide a very simple solution. 


Offering bespoke audio visual solutions with free design and 
planning, expert and sympathetic installation, followed by a 
comprehensive handover, training and full aftercare service. 


The Sobetl Christmas Gift Fair 
at Radley College, Abingdon. 

With over 60 stalls, unique gift ideas 
& refreshments. 

Sat 26th November 10am - 5pm 

Sun 27th November 10am - 4.30pm 

Entry is just £5.00 with concessions at £2.50. 


MlBtf The Only Calendar 

and Improved Chocolate Blend with Cl EVC£ ChriStltlClS 


Also Available... 

To order Angels or Twelve Days visit 

www.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk 


Tel: 01 392 677668 


Email: info@apicommunications.co.uk 
Web: www.churchsoundsystems.co 


Story-Activity Book 

How To Buy Calendars 

Direct Churches, schools and groups can buy in bulk 
directly from us at www.realadvent.co.uk/shop. 

We supply in boxes of 18. 

Other Shops A range of independent retailers, bookshops 
and cathedrals have stocks of the advent calendars. Traid- 
craft, TLM, Eden.co.uk and Embrace the Middle East also 
have stocks and some can send bulk and singles. 


rrp £3.99 

These Meaningful Chocolate tree decorations 
are a great way to share the Christmas story and 
decorate the tree. 


c Twelve £)ays 

OF CHRISTMAS 


rrp £8.99 


With 12 Belgian Marc De Champagne Truffles - one 
for every day of the Christmas Festival. Also includes 
a free 16 page guide to Christmas traditions. 


-ml (’Jtm . 1. Mtirrfc^r 1 ' I Run 

•V SOBELL 

I HOUSE 


For mar? information lag on ta 

www.sobellhouse.org 

or call 01865 857007 


The new design 2016 Real Advent Calendar 
is unique and better than ever. 

The calendar comes with a free 28 page 
Christmas story-activity book designed to be 
used every day in Advent. Behind each of the 
24 windows there is a different shaped 
Fairtrade chocolate. 

O TRAIDCRAFT FUNZIBODO 

Fighting powrty through trade ^ ^ ^ „ 

www.traidcraft.co.uk www.funzi.org.uk 
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Hurricane Matthew, the most powerful Caribbean hurricane in nearly a decade has hit Haiti, bringing 145mph 
winds, heavy rain and dangerous storm surges. The impact of the storm has been devastating, with over 1000 
fatalities, 61,537 evacuees in 191 temporary shelters and more than 750,000 in need of immediate assistance. 

MAF is the world's largest humanitarian airline and has a permanent base in Haiti, providing life-saving flights 
to those in isolated locations since 1986. We were therefore one of the first to respond to the earthquake in 
Haiti in 2008 and again to the recent hurricane - mobilising relief flights as soon as it was safe to do so. 

We urgently need additional funds and prayers to support our relief efforts in Haiti and the ongoing 
recovery of a nation which has been repeatedly devastated by natural disasters. 

So please help us help Haiti, visit www.maf-uk.org/helphaiti 




UQ lp us 
i idp Haiti 

www.maf-uk.org/helphaiti 



MAF UK Castle House, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2TQ 
Scotland Office 29 Canal Street, Glasgow G4 0AD 

T 01303 852819 E supporter.relations(amaf-uk.org 

WWW.maf-Uk.org fjMAFUK Q <aflying4life Q MAFUK QmAFUKFILM 

Registered charity in England and Wales (1064598) and in Scotland (SC039107) 

® Registered trademark 3026860, 3026908, 3026915 






Comment News 


More support for our historic 
churches 

by Stephen Dawson 

I am proud to hear that the Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trusts (OHCT) Jubilee Campaign to 
raise a £3m endowment has been achieved. This is 
fantastic as it means they can increase their support 
to historic churches of all Christian denominations in 
Oxfordshire. Like myself, I am sure many people are 
aware of the OHCT, not least through its annual Ride and 
Stride event. 

It was only when I was seeking funding for a re- 
ordering project at Stadhampton Church that I realised 
how vital their support was. Their Area Representative 
was so helpful in guiding us through the application 
process, and while we had struggled for support initially, 
a yes’ from OHCT acted as a catalyst and other funders 
then gave their support. I am sure this experience is 
well known by other churches and by building this new 
endowment fund, OHCT have reacted to the fact that 
over time and with limited resources, churches will 
require more support to keep their buildings and fabric 
in good order. 

"... Oxfordshire churches are now 
in a better state of repair than 
they perhaps have ever been ...” 

OHCT support many differing kinds of projects, and 
have recently supported a major restoration of Kingston 
Lisle Church, as well as St Marys at Chalgrove. In the 
last phase of the project at Chalgrove, further wall 
paintings were discovered to add to the stunning ones 
that can already be seen in the Chancel. New lighting, 
furniture, heating and re-decoration have enhanced the 
interior with some work undertaken by local craftsmen. 
As well as restoration OHCT also support projects that 
seek to install facilities. My own church at Stadhampton 
is a prime example of a church that now serves the 
community, not only as a place of worship, but also as a 
village hall. 

“...a prime example of a church 
that now serves the community ...” 

Bernard Taylor, who has Rycote Chapel in his care, 
led the campaign and with his committee gained much 
support from individuals, trusts and foundations within 
Oxfordshire. To my knowledge OHCT are also the only 
county Historic Churches Trust to have embarked on 
such a fundraising campaign. We are now sharing our 
knowledge with other Trusts. 

I believe that Oxfordshire churches are now in a better 
state of repair than they have perhaps ever been, and it 
is pleasing to know that OHCT are there to support our 
county’s churches, whenever needed. 

Stephen Dawson is the Development Officer for the 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust (OHCT). 



Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door ; Church House Oxford ' Langford Locks , Kidlington, 0X5 1 GF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 

Introducing the new Acts of Love Lent Course 


The Oxford Diocesan Council for Partners 
in World Mission has released a new small 
group course, written by Robert Teare. The 
Door hears about it from Bishop Andrew 
and gets a sneak preview. 

ishop Andrew says: “If you are looking for 
a Lent course which will lead to prayer and 
practical action, then look no further. Robert 
Teare ’s beautifully crafted course, Acts of Love, 
reflects the many years he served as a parish priest and 
is informed by his ongoing interest in local and global 
affairs and development issues. Acts of Love takes us 
to the scriptures, offers informative, real-life stories 
and encourages personal and group reflection, leading 
to prayer and action. It would work as well in a well- 
established house group as it would for a group which 
has come together especially for the purpose of Lenten 
study. As the chair of the Oxford Diocesan Council for 

I Partners in World Mission I commend Acts of Love to you 
warmly.” 

Introduction (abridged) 

T his course has been produced to support 

small groups of Christians as they attempt to 
prayerfully engage with the enormous challenges 
that face human beings in today’s world - challenges 
that can often leave us feeling powerless. 

It is an attempt to help us think about the world we 
live in and to suggest five small acts of love that all of us 
can offer to our communities - by listening to others, 
by looking at others, by recognising others, by seeing 
opportunities to perform the smallest service to others, 
and finally by being conscious of the crosses that others 
have to bear, so that we can walk beside them and help. 

I 'Look at me'... an extract from the first 
session 

G iles Duley (above right) is a photojournalist well 
known for his powerful photographs of war and 
other humanitarian disasters. In 2011, he was 
blown up by an Improvised Explosive Device while on 
an assignment in Afghanistan. He lost both legs and an 
arm. When he could eventually take photographs again, 
the first photograph that he took was a self-portrait. It 
said Look at me in a thousand different ways - from the 
very simple T am still a human being. I am still beautiful, 
just as the fragment of a Greek statue is beautiful,’ to the 
searing, complex statement, ‘This is what we do to each 
other in war.’ 

We are not very good at looking at people who are 
not as we are: we often look away, or we stare at them. 
Attitudes may be gradually changing. But still we find 
it difficult to look in the same way as we would look 
at those we know and love. It may be fear, it may be 



ignorance, it may be that we never seem to meet people 
who are different. But it is only when we look that we 
can get to know and learn to love. 

In pairs, discuss what it is that makes it difficult for 
you to look at others. Can you make any generalisations, 
and can you do anything about them? 

Share the pictures (of events around the world) that 
you have brought with you. Are they pictures that you 
would normally shy away from? Do they show people or 
things that you would not normally look at? 

Read aloud in the group Luke chapter 7, verses 11 to 
17. 

Jesus looked at the sad little funeral procession and in 
an instant saw what it was all about - and responded. 
Discuss, first in twos and then with the group, any 
things in your community and in the wider world that 
you or others may be refusing or trying to refuse to see. 

The course will available at http://pwm.oxford. 
anglican.org/ resources/ 



Competition winners 

Congratulations to the winners of the competition in the October edition of the Door. They are Colin Dutton of 
Slough, Mrs Gilly Taylor-Alien of Banbury, Mrs Ann Armstrong of Milton Keynes. They have each won a copy of the 
advent book Lighted Windows by Margaret Silf. 


Editor: Jo Duckies Tel: 01 865 208227 

Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org 

Editorial Assistant: Ruth Hamilton-Jones Tel: 01 865 208225 

Email: ruth.hamilton-jones@oxford.anglican.org 

Advertising: Glenda Charitos Tel: 01 752 225623 

Email: glenda@cornerstonevision.com 

Editorial Support Group Chair: The Revd Graham Sykes 

Email: graham.sykes@oxford.anglican.org 


Deadline for December 201 6 issue: Friday 4 November 
Published: Monday 21 November 

The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
(Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). The registered office is 
Church Flouse Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington, 0X5 IGF. 

Tel: 01865 208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability 
of our advertisements, their inclusion in The Door does not guarantee 
it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 



Audio version 

Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227. 
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Twins Brenda Lang and Naida 
Christie, 92, talk to Jo Duckies 
about everything from working 
at Bletchley Park during World 
War Two, the early campaign 
for women's ordination and 
living in South Africa during 
apartheid. 

I met Brenda and Naida at the home 
they share in North Oxford. The 
twins were born in Cheltenham but 
the family moved to Derbyshire when 
their mothers parents became very frail. 
Daughters of a headmaster, their family 
home was known as the ‘Gaffers house’. 
The change in maternal medical care is 
obvious as their pregnant mother didn’t 
even realise she was carrying more than 
one baby. “She didn’t have two names 
ready. She saw the doctor when she was 
told she was pregnant, then booked herself 
into the maternity home. She didn’t see 
anyone in between,” says Naida. 

The twins both deferred places at 
Cambridge University to serve in the 
Women’s Royal Naval Service (the WRENS) 
during the Second World War. 

“We were told we were wanted for 
something specific, but they couldn’t 
tell us what it was, apart from that 
it was in England. We were posted to 
Bletchley and lived at Woburn Abbey,” 
says Naida. Bletchley is known as the 
home of modern computing and famous 
for the achievements of code-breakers 
during the War. It is now a museum: www. 
bletchleypark.org.uk 

Naida and Brenda had grown up in a 
Christian family, going to church and 
have continued to go to church ever since. 
After Cambridge Naida married Henry, 
who taught at Eton, while Brenda married 
John, a South African lawyer. 

Women in the Church 

Naida remembered first being asked to 
join the Sussex Committee for Women 
in the Church at a time when it was 
considered improper to talk about women 
in relation to ordination. “It was like 
talking about venereal disease, it was 


a forbidden subject,” says Naida. “The 
Bishop of Chichester at the time said we 
were working towards the ordination of 
women, but we had to do it gently.” 

She recalled being asked to give a short 
Brains Trust talk on the subject when she 
was told “you can’t possibly do that, it’s 
in someone’s drawing room” to which she 
told them she had therefore better not 
join the panel. She remembered being 
given three reasons women shouldn’t be 
ordained; 1. What would they wear? 2. 

It would be like a man wanting to have a 
baby. 3. That to ordain women would be 
ecumenically inexpedient. 

“I pointed out that what women wear 
was closer to what a vicar wears in 
church,” says Naida. After Eton and a spell 
in Brighton, Henry, who died 30 years 
ago, became the Warden of St Edward’s 
(Teddy’s) School. Moving to Oxford, 

Naida was introduced to Katherine Ross, 
who was then heavily involved in the 
Movement for the Ordination of Women. 

Apartheid 

Brenda’s husband John was a South 


African. He was a Presbyterian lawyer who 
was heavily involved in anti-apartheid. 

He was a liberal at a time when they often 
arrested anyone who “crossed the colour 
line” says Brenda. She described how he 
would be called in the middle of the night 
at times to represent people who had been 
arrested and told they could have just 
a single phone call to their lawyer. One 
example of an arrest was a black servant 
cutting the household hedge in his shirt 
sleeves. His pass was in the pocket of his 
jacket, which was hung up on the gate 
when he was challenged by a passing police 
man. He was arrested for “not carrying his 
pass” and thrown into the police van. 

Father Trevor Huddleston, then a 
Johannesburg Priest, organised women 
of the Black Sash Movement, to which 
Brenda belonged, to appear at the early 
morning courts sessions where such 
black servants were brought in groups 
and sentenced to “farm work” always to 
Afrikaner farms. Many of those farms 
used them long after the length of their 
sentence by keeping them locked up in 
barns every night. The Black Sash Ladies 


was an association that organised little 
groups of women to appear wherever 
injustices appeared or whenever a senior 
member of the Government was visiting. 
They formed up, heads bowed, in a silent 
line bearing large black sashes with 
“Honour our Constitution” on them. 

The Sharpeville Massacre 

The Bishop of Johannesburg, who had 
Sharpeville in his parish, asked John to act 
for him in the Sharpeville Massacre trial. 
The now historic event saw 69 dead when 
the police opened fire during a peaceful 
protest. The police arrested John just 
days before the trial, but John guessed 
that they would do something like that. He 
always had evidence lodged with another 
lawyer who took over the trial. 

After that John and the family made 
the move to the UK and that was when 
he became involved with campaigning for 
Christian Aid on a voluntary basis. He 
continued his law career and that took him 
to both Zambia and Namibia. Meanwhile 
Brenda did some supply teaching. 

On the ordination of women, and 
demonstrating how far things have moved 
forward in her lifetime, Brenda recalls 
a wonderful woman who for years had 
served their church as a Deacon. This 
woman was well known for being the 
person in her church that most people 
preferred to come to when in trouble. 

When, after years of service the woman 
felt she must go back to England to look 
after her elderly father, her local Bishop 
and all the clergy in her church gave her 
glowing references. When she got to 
England and went to see her local bishop 
he welcomed her as a wonderful addition 
“provided you aren’t involved in this 
ordination of women nonsense”. 

Since they were widowed, Brenda and 
Naida have lived in a house in north 
Oxford bought by their parents many years 
earlier. 

Brenda has three children, two hoys 
and a girl and five grandchildren. Naida 
has four children, three girls and a boy 
and four grandchildren. They worship 
at St MichaeVs Summertown, and 
occasionally St Peter’s, Wolvercote. 
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For personal 24hr assistance 
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CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD1116 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 6PS 

TEL (01993) 886802 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


"The Prayer 
Book is a 
profoundly 
valuable 
inheritance 
which we 
neglect at 
our peril." 


Rowan Williams 



0118 984 2582 
pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1099295 
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and stained glass cleaning 
service 
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EST 1 990 with over 
40 years experience 
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"Mine is the Morning 7 


By the Revd Graham Sykes 

R ecently I saw this painting at an 
exhibition in Windsor Castle. 
Arthur Manton Lowe is an artist 
who has a studio on the Camino. 
He is a deeply spiritual person and all of 
his paintings are in themselves acts of 
prayer. His present collection is a series 
of pictures based around pilgrimage and 
the Camino. Some are annotated with 
scriptural verses. ‘Mine is the Morning’ 
took me back to an incredible week 
beginning in Santiago and ending in 
Plymouth. It reminded me that while 
we may make our pilgrim journey in the 
company of others, who play an important 
part as God’s instruments in inspiring us, 
it is an intensely personal experience. The 
pilgrim’s progress is a lifelong journey as 
we seek to live life in the light of Christ, 
who is new every morning and to whom 
every morning belongs. 

“ I had not set out 
to make a pilgrim 
journey...” 

I was passing through Santiago de 
Compostela on my way to join a yacht 
delivery crew to bring a vessel back to 
the UK from Spain. I had some hours on 
my own to wander through the town and 
to sit and pray in the Cathedral. I was 
struck not only by the bands of pilgrims 
but also by individual pilgrims. They were 
a rich variety of people of all ages and 
nationalities. Our archetypal picture of 
pilgrimage is of a shared journey to a ‘holy’ 
place’, of sharing our stories as we walk 
side by side with others. I had not set out 
to make a pilgrim journey but found that 
I was. As a child I sang, with all my heart, 
John Bunyan’s He who would valiant he and 
later struggled through Pilgrim’s Progress. 
Like most people my life has been filled 
with the same experiences as Pilgrim. The 
good, the bad and the ugly. These thoughts 
framed my week at sea as I ventured out 
into that holy place which is the ocean. 

“ For me ocean sailing is 
a kind of retreat.” 

For me ocean sailing is a kind of retreat. 

It helps me get back in touch with the 
elements of God’s creation, to retreat 
from the world of concrete and the hustle 
and bustle of everyday life. The awesome 
power of the wind and the sea remind me 
of the almightiness of God. Out there, in 
the Bay of Biscay, with the wind howling 
through the rigging and the great rolling 
waves of the Atlantic lifting and dropping 
the boat, there is a wonderful rhythm. 





Life aboard has a pattern and routine 
much like the regular offices in a religious 
community. Four hours on watch and four 
hours to rest and eat. You live in a small 
community of six people in a confined 
space 38 ft long and ten feet wide. We 
gathered as strangers; the only person we 
all had in common was the skipper. 

As in all communities some people are 
easy to be with and others irritate and 
annoy, especially when you are tired. 

Part of the journey is about finding 
an accommodation for the vagaries of 
each crew member. I am by nature an 
introvert. I need my space, so when 
below decks, once I have eaten, I snuggle 
up in my bunk and contemplate. Above 
decks, especially in the small hours of the 
morning, I was generally in the company 
of just one other person. For me that is a 
heavenly experience. Many stories were 
shared at a very intimate level. My being a 
priest somehow liberated my fellow crew 
members to talk about what they believe 
and what they don’t believe. 


Some even found belief in God difficult. 
Others had deep theological questions 
and had never met anyone with whom 
they could talk about these things. It was 
a profoundly intense experience with the 
backdrop of navigation, boat management 
and keeping watch. 

T could just imagine 
Jesus walking towards us, 
on the water ” 

In my four-hourly sojourns in my bunk I 
reflected deeply on the stories of my fellow 
crew members, their different perspectives 
and my own. The whole experience honed 
my own understanding of scriptures and 
my personal journey with Jesus through 
prayer. I could just imagine Jesus walking 
towards us, on the water, in the eye of the 
storm. Through the night all you have is 
the lights of other vessels, the light on 
the compass and darkness. Every sunrise 


at sea is a heartfelt experience as the 
envelope of your sight opens up. 

As the newness of the morning expands 
and the horizon becomes visible again 
I am always reminded of the God who 
is new every morning and Cat Stevens 
singing ‘Morning has broken’, one line of 
which is ‘Mine is the morning’. This surely 
is what a pilgrimage is all about. 

The Revd Graham Sykes is Chaplain 
to the Bishop of Oxford and a trustee of 
PACT (Parents and Children Together) 
the Oxford Diocesan Council for Social 
Welfare. 


Arthur Manton Lowes pictures can 
be viewed on www.facebook.com/ 
ArtMantonLoweGallery/ 
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Trinity 

Christian 

School 


VACANCIES: 
HEADTEACHER AND 
KS2 CLASS TEACHER 


TCS is a growing independent 
Christian primary school in central 
Reading offering an education based 
on a biblical worldview curriculum. The 
school exists to educate children in a 
loving and nurturing environment 
which fosters high expectations of 
personal conduct and where God is 
central. 

We are looking for an inspirational, 
enthusiastic headteacher with high 
expectations of progress, not only in 
academic performance but also in 
character and personal development 
and an ambition to take the 
opportunities of a Christian school to 
transform lives. 

We are looking for an experienced KS2 
class teacher who has a desire to take 
on the opportunities of teaching a 
curriculum with a biblical worldview. 

Starting dates flexible. 

For details of the role and for 
information on the school: 
www. trinitychristianschool. orp. uk 


Come to see a Riding Lights production 
of a play by Bridget Foreman called 

‘Simeons 

Watch’ 

at Christ Church, Northcourt Road, 
Abingdon, 0X141 PL 

Wednesday 9th November 201 6 7.30pm 

Tickets £1 2/£1 0 (concessions) / group 
rate of £1 0 pp for groups of eight people 
or more including leaders. 

Box office 01 904 61 3000/ 01 235 5391 72 
and online: ridinglights.org/simeon 



Commit your 
work to the 
Lord, and 
your plans 
will be 
established. 

Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV) 


November prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local condil 


Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

“Blessed is the one who does not walk in 
step with the wicked or stand in the way 
that sinners take or sit in the company of 
mockers , but whose delight is in the law 
of the Lord, and who meditates on his 
law day and night. 

u That person is like a tree planted by 
streams of water, which yields its fruit 
in season and whose leaf does not wither 
- whatever they do prospers 
Psalm 1:1-3 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

TUESDAY 1 Westcote Barton with 
Steeple Barton, Duns Tew, Sandford St 
Martin and Over with Nether Worton: 

Graeme Arthur and Stephanie Lacey. For 
the toddler group Little Tiddlers and for 
the work with children in the schools and 
community. For the services at All Souls 
and Remembrance, that we might find 
light and hope in this difficult season. 

WEDNESDAY 2 West Wycombe with 
Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham and 
Radnage: Linda Richardson and Veronica 
Beaumont. Radnage Primary School. 

THURSDAY 3 Wooburn: Martin 
Wallington. St Paul’s Church of England 
Combined School, Wooburn Green. 

FRIDAY 4 Woodstock Deanery: David 
Tyler, Elizabeth Whittle, Rosalind 
Gerring, Paul Atyeo and Andrew 
Atherstone. Pray for Woodstock Deanery 
as we seek to appoint a new parish priest 
in Eynsham and Cassington. For the two 
new benefices to be formed out of the 
Blenheim Team. 

SATURDAY 5 Blenheim Team Ministry: 

Adrian Daffern, Nathan Jarvis, Shaun 
Henson, Alice Venning, Gareth Miller 
and Wendy Wale. For the final push for 
fundraising for major reordering at St 
Mary Magdalene’s, Woodstock. For the 
smooth transition from being a Team 
to an informal group ministry, and for 
new life in all our churches. Bladon 
School, Woodstock Primary School, The 
Marlborough School. 

MONDAY 7 Eynsham and Cassington: 

Roger Aston, Andrew Atherstone and Oily 
Shaw. For fruitful every-member ministry 
during this period of interregnum. For 
godly wisdom in the appointment of a 
new vicar. St Peter’s School. 

TUESDAY 8 Hanborough and Freeland: 

David Tyler, Sue Spankie and Clive 
Berry. For us as we seek to appoint a new 


curate. For the growth of our churches. 
Hanborough Manor School, Freeland 
School. 

Bishop Andrew confirming at 
Easthampstead. 

WEDNESDAY 9 Steeple Aston with 
North Aston and Tackley: Marcus Green. 
For the building work and refurbishment 
that is happening in the benefice, that we 
might be able to accommodate all points 
of view. Dr Radcliffe’s School. Tackley 
Primary School. 

THURSDAY 10 Stonesfield with Combe 
Longa: Charlotte Oakeshott. Combe 
School. 

FRIDAY 11 Terriers: Tony Dickinson. For 
the resourcing of our development plans 
for the church building. For the deeper 
grounding of our Mission Action Plan in 
the whole life of the congregation. 

SATURDAY 12 Wootton with Glympton 
and Kiddington: Jenny Wagstaffe. For 
the progress of the reordering of Wootton 
Church to improve community facilities 
and help our outreach. For our work with 
children at Messy Church and Wootton 
Church of England Primary School. 

MONDAY 14 Abingdon Deanery: 

Richard Zair, Shirley Northover, 

Elizabeth Thomas and Paul Gooding. 

For appointments of new clergy to the 
benefices of Cumnor and Radley (and 
their associated parishes) this autumn. 
For the parishes of the DAMASCUS 
Group (Drayton, Appleford, Milton and 
Sutton Courtenay united with Steventon) 
as they prepare to become one parish. 

TUESDAY 15 Abingdon-on-Thames: 

Charles Miller, Paul Smith, Jane Baun 
and Tony Richmond. For the St Helen’s 
strategic plan for the church and the 
Parish Centre; a blessing upon the 
ministry of our house-for-duty priest, 
Mary Williamson; and a blessing upon St 
Michael and All Angels as they begin the 
celebration of the congregation’s 150th 
anniversary. 

WEDNESDAY 16 Appleton: Martin 
French. For our recently appointed Priest- 
in- Charge and Rector designate Ken 
Campbell and his family as he settles in 
as our new Christian spiritual leader. For 
the young families in our parish, thinking 
especially of the children in our primary 
school who recently enjoyed three days 
of prayer space in school, that they may 
grow in their faith and trust in God. 
Appleton School. 

THURSDAY 17 Besselsleigh: For this 
village as its church is currently closed. 

FRIDAY 18 Cumnor: Jean Pryce- 
Williams, David Wenham, Helen Azer, 
Melanie McCulloch, James Joines, Neil 
Grady, David Henderson Slater and 


Brian Dent. For the interviewing and 
appointing of a new incumbent, hopefully 
this month, and for our youth and 
families work, with previous staff moving 
on. For our major building projects both 
in Cumnor Church and in St Andrew’s, 
Dean Court. Cumnor Primary School. 

SATURDAY 19 Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize: Ian Bensted. 

Bishop John Went confirming at St 
George’s School, Ascot. 

MONDAY 21 Marcham with Garford 
and Shippon: Richard Zair, Rosemary 
Siebert, Jill Rowe and Elaine Steere. For 
Marcham with Garford pray for our new 
youth worker, Rob, and his family as they 
settle into their new life and ministry 
with us. For our ministry to those moving 
into new housing in the community. 

For Shippon pray for grace and patience 
with a rewiring of the church building, 
followed by redecoration of the interior; 
and for the Lord’s blessing on our autumn 
activities. Marcham School. 

TUESDAY 22 North Abingdon: Tim 

Davis, Kath Cooke, Keith Dunnett, Simon 
Steer, Matthew Luscombe, David Lever, 
Nick McLeish, Anne Taylor, Mike Warner, 
Colin Wood, Derek Walker, Peter Bennett, 
Rebecca Peters, Alan Wallis, Lawrance 
Sharma and Chris Matthewman. For 
increasing confidence in every church 
member to talk to friends, family and 
people in the community and workplace 
about Jesus. For building the sense of 
being one local church family across the 
different generations and congregations. 
St Nicolas Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 23 Radley, Sunningwell 
and Kennington: Glynis Beckett, Sue 
Sowden and Martha Young. Pam Mckellen 
retired from the benefice in October. 
Please pray for her adjustment to her 
new situation and for guidance on this 
next phase of her life. For all who take 
up the reins during the interregnum and 
for God’s kingdom to progress steadily 
throughout the benefice. St Swithun’s 
School, Radley School, Sunningwell 
School. 

THURSDAY 24 Drayton: Rosie Bruce 
and for Rebecca Peters as she moves to 
Peachcroft Christian Centre. For changes 
to the weekly services, only one 8am H.C. 
on every 2nd Sunday with the Healing 
Service. All Age Worship is at 10am on 
3rd Sundays, and 10am Eucharist on the 
1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

FRIDAY 25 Steventon with Milton: 

Jack Jarvis. For both churches that the 
lay involvement may continue. Pray that 
a person may be found as priest for the 
parish. St Michael’s School, St Blaise 
School. 


Services at Christ Church Cathedral 


SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 9.45am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 
11.00am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
lpm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 
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tions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 



SATURDAY 26 Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford: Helen Kendrick, Timothy 
Hewes, Tim Budd and Alex Landsbert. 
For the parishes of Sutton Courtenay 
with Appleford as we move from being 
a group ministry to becoming a single 
parish with Drayton, Steventon and 
Milton. For the new people moving into 
our rapidly growing communities and for 
the church welcome team visiting each 
new house with cupcakes and a welcome 
leaflet. For Sutton Courtenay Church 
of England Primary School, our new 
headteacher, Mrs Rachel Hornsey, and 
all the staff and children. For the Open 
the Book team. For the church building 
project in Sutton Courtenay. 

MONDAY 28 Wootton and Dry 
Sandford: Tim Perry, Jon Williams 
and Jenni Williams. Wootton St Peters 
School, Boars Hill. 

TUESDAY 29 Amersham Deanery: 


Beeches in Baqley Wood, Oxfordshire. Photo: Martin Hull 


Camilla Walton, Don Sanderson, 

Dorothy Potter, Julie Dziegiel, 

Dorothy Moore-Brooks and Frog Orr- 
Ewing. For us to coordinate our Mission 
Action Plans so we work as parishes 
more effectively individually and 
collectively. For unity in the face of strong 
disagreement at Deanery level on current 
issues facing the local and wider church. 


A short guide to special Sundays 
and other events (with a global 
focus) from Christian Concern 
for One World that you may wish 
to pray for in 2016 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh 


WEDNESDAY 30 Amersham on the Hill: 

Debbie Oades, Sharon Roberts and Peter 
Binns. For blessings as we reach out to 
the community in new ways with the 
start of Messy Church in January 2017. 
That our planning and preparations are 
fruitful and that seeds sown will fall on 
fertile ground. For wisdom and joy for all 
the lay volunteers of our various groups 
and committees serving the glory of 
God. Give thanks that, situated in a busy 
shopping area, we are able to keep the 
church open during the day for prayer and 
spiritual refreshment to all who enter in. 


Coming and Goings 


The Revd Canon Geoffrey Maughan 

has become Canon Emeritus following 
his retirement. 


We recall with sadness the death of 

Canon Hugh Marshall. 



SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 


Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 6 Bishop Andrew confirming in Newbury 
Deanery, Bishop David Jennings confirming at 
Wellington College and Bishop Steven confirming at 
St Clements, Oxford. 

SUNDAY 13 Bishop Alan confirming at Milton Keynes 
and Kents Hill. 


SUNDAY 20 Bishop Colin confirming at Radley 
College, Bishop Andrew confirming at Bradfield 
Deanery, Bishop Henry Scriven confirming at 
Headington and Bishop Andrew confirming at 
Caversham. 

SUNDAY 27 Bishop John Went confirming at St 
Andrew’s, Oxford. 



St Columba's House 

Retreat and Conference Centre 


Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey, GU22 8AB 


10 Meeting Rooms 
31 Beds 

Chapel and Oratory 

01483 766498 

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

Registered charity in England and Wales No. 240675 


National Fruit 
Tree Specialists 

One of the UK's largest suppliers of fruit trees and soft 
’ fruit plants including Cranberries and Goji Berries 


November Special Offer 

ALL APPLES HALF PRICE 


NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website 

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 



www. k Nl husf a nWlyti i s UPi>jC wfi 

YOUR FAMILY, YOUR TRUTH, OUR CALLING 

My aim is to help others research their families 
& learn the truth about their roots. Whoever our 
ancestors were, or whatever they did, they are 
still part of our past. Family History research 
undertaken in Oxfordshire, the Midlands, and the 
whole of the UK 

Please phone 01869 350651 
or email vince@ichthusfamilyhistory.com 



Walking with Jesus in 

The Holy Land 

Led by 

Bish op John Pritchard 

8th - 17th May 2017 


For a brochure please call 
01992 576065 
info@lightline.org.uk 


Lightline 

Pilgrimages 

www.lightline.org.uk 



There is none like you, 0 Lord, 
and there is no God besides you,- 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 


ICh 17:20 (ESV) 
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Nearly New Nissans... 
Good Old-Fashioned Value! 
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66 REG 


NISSAN NOTE 1.2 
ACENTA EURO 5DR, 

ONLY 1,000 MILES! 


£10999 ml* 



NEARLY NEW 
NISSAN 



66 REG 

NISSAN JUKE 1.6 VISIA 
5DR, ONLY 1,000 MILES! 

£11999“” 


££££’s* 


66 REG 

NISSAN PULSAR DC! 110 VISIA 
DIESEL, ONLY 1,000 MILES! 


£1 2999 era 


66 REG 

NISSAN QASHQAI Dig-T 115 
VISIA, ONLY 1,000 MILES! 


£1 5999 St”, 
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UP TO 4,000 USED CARS PRICE CHECKED DAILY, COMPREHENSIVELY CHECKED & FULLY GUARANTEED 


AUTOSAVE... SERVING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS 

CALL 0333 130 0284 
AUTOSAVE.CO.UK tia 



Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. We can introduce you to a limited number of 
carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. ‘Save against new list prices. 


INVITE A 0SP6 SPEAKER 


We would love to visit your church to talk about 
our work in partnership with Anglican Churches 
around the world. 

USPG Speaker Tricia Hamilton says: The joy of 
being a USPG Speaker is helping congregations 
to understand the desperate needs which exist 
in our world, and how together we can really 
make a difference.' 


Find out more at www.uspg.org.uk/invite 


UNITED SOCIETY 
PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL 


USPG' 


n To advertise 

in this newspaper, 

contact Glenda or Michelle on 


SEEN 


01752 225623 

or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com 


thedoorpost 

Events, courses, training, conferences and workshops in November 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House Oxford. 
The deadline for the next issue is Friday 4 November 2016. 


SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER 

SUTTON COURTENAY: David the 
Musical: A Symphony of Psalms. 
All Saints, Sutton Courtenay, 
10.30am. Light refreshments. 
Retiring collection in aid of 
Church Building Fund. Bookings 
to Diana Hasting: 01235 847430 
or diamarl@btinternet.com. 

FRIDAY 11 NOVEMBER 

OXFORD: Act of Remembrance 
with representatives of 
the daughter regiments of 
Oxfordshire’s two historic 
regiments, The Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry 
and the Queen’s Own Oxfordshire 
Hussars. Christ Church Cathedral, 
10.45am. 

SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER 

OXFORD: A Study Day entitled 
‘The Golden Age of Eighteenth 
Century Hymn Writers’, led by 
Professor Valentine Cunningham 
(Emeritus Fellow of English 
Language and Literature), with 
spiritual reflection led by Revd 
Georgie Simpson (Director of 
Oxford Centre for Spiritual 
Growth) and music of the period, 
given by Matthew Faulk. Corpus 
Christi College, Oxford, 10.00am 
- 4.00pm. £35, including coffee 
and tea. Please bring a packed 
lunch. Book via www.ocsg. 
uk.net. 

WALLINGFORD: Langtree 
Sinfonia Autumn concert, St 
Mary’s Church, Wallingford, 
7.30pm. Featuring Mendelssohn’s 


First Piano Concerto and Haydn’s 
Symphony No 99. Tickets 
available at the door or from 
0118 941 5498. Adults £10.00, 
Students £5.00, Under 16s free. 

WATLINGTON: Merry Opera’s 
‘Saints & Sinners’, a concert 
of favourites from church 
music and opera, 7.30pm, St 
Leonard’s Church, Watlington. 
Tickets £18, Concessions £16. 
Tickets:www. ticketsource.co.uk/ 
stleonards church or telephone: 
01491 612 082. 

SATURDAY 19 NOVEMBER 

ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church 
are holding their Christmas 
Market from 10.00am to 
12.30pm, in the church. 

UPPER BASILDON: St 

Stephen’s Church. Free study 
afternoon with the title ‘Unity 
in Christ’ from 2.30- 6.30pm. 
Refreshments are served between 
sessions. Speakers include authors 
W.M. Henry, Andrew Marple and 
Michael Penny, who is also Chair 
of Churches Together in Reading. 
For more information please 
email michael@pennyfamily.co.uk 
or phone 01491-671357. 

SUNDAY 20 NOVEMBER 

WITNEY: Lower Windrush 
Choral Society perform European 
Baroque at St Mary's Church, 

The Green, Witney at 5pm (doors 
open 4.30pm). Pergolesi, Purcell 
and excerpts from Handel’s 


Messiah. Advanced tickets £10 
from St Andrew’s Bookshop, High 
St, Witney and on the door £12 
(Under 18s free). 

FRIDAY 25 NOVEMBER 

PENN: Christmas Tree Festival 
at Holy Trinity, Penn, 6pm until 
9pm. Free entrance with any 
donations to help with treatment 
for Charlie Oliver, a little boy in 
the congregation. 

SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER 

PENN: Christmas Tree Festival 
at Holy Trinity, Penn, 2pm until 
6pm. Refreshments served. 

APPLETON: Church Bazaar 
in the Village Hall, 12-3pm. 
Refreshments available. 

ABINGDON: Walking with 
Matthew - a short course on 
Matthew’s Gospel in the Church 
Room, St Michael and All Angels 
Church, Park Road, Abingdon 
OX14 IDS, 10.00am to 12 noon. 
The Revd Dr Paul Sheppy will 
lead, concluding with midday 
prayers. 

SUNDAY 27 NOVEMBER 

PENN: Christmas Tree Festival 
at Holy Trinity, Penn 2pm until 
6pm. Refreshments served. 

COOKHAM: Advent Carols by 
Candlelight, 6.30pm, Holy Trinity 
Church, Cookham. Collection in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 



The Doorsteps Autumn 2016 Conference: 

5 November. Doorsteps network is hosting a 
conference this autumn aimed at inspiring, 
equipping and connecting churches to effectively 
reach out to children and vulnerable families in their 
community - and make real change possible. See 
www.viva.org. 

Future Present: Pioneer Conversations Day 2016, 

8 November, 10:00am - 4:30pm, Oxford. This 
year’s conversation day on pioneering mission is 
about how we might make a better world now. 
Future Present is a chance to dream, to imagine 
a different future to inspire how we act now. See 
churchmissionsociety.org. 


Place-making Conference: 8 November, 

1:30-4: 00pm, Abingdon. This free conference 
on Place-Making in communities of new housing 
is run jointly by Community First Oxfordshire 
and the Diocese of Oxford. It focuses on creating 
thriving, socially active, successful communities 
where people have a positive sense of belonging. See 
https://makingplaces.eventbrite.co.uk or telephone 
Community First: 01865 883488. 

Organ for all at Oxford: Jesus College, 9 
November. This free event is for aspiring musicians, 
music teachers, and organists. It is designed 
to enthuse young musicians and broaden their 
aspirations, particularly if they have not considered 
the possibility of learning to play the organ. See 
www.jesus.ox.ac.uk or contact the Chaplain on 
01865 279757. 










